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with during his long life. It serves, nonetheless, as a useful supplement
to Britton's Mewoir, particularly with regard to the Joan Sunnier
episode.
ARTICLES ABOUT JOHN AUBREY
There have been many short critical studies of John Aubrey,
S
iite apart from the obvious mentions of him in such works as the
ictionary of National Biography, Chambers Cyclopedia of English
Literature and the Cambridge History of English Literature.
The first in point of time is Professor David Masson's review of
Letters from the Bodleian in THE BRITISH QUARTERLY REVIEW.
JULY AND OCTOBER 1856. VOL XXIV. LONDON:
JACKSON & WALFORD at pages 153 to 182. The patronising
tone of this article can best be summed up by two quotations, for
Professor Masson, having described Samuel Pepys as " the Paul Pry
of his day," went on to say " Aubrey, who was a contemporary of
Pepys, was, we fear, a lower man in the class than even Pepys."
An affectionate but superficial essay by Emile Montegut is included
in his HEURES DE LECTURE D'UN CRITIQUE. JOHN
AUBREY: POPE: WILLIAM COLLINS: SIR JOHN
MANDEVILLE. PARIS. UBRAIRIE HACHETTE ET
C". i8$i. It is fundamentally a study of the superstitions of the
Miscellanies, without reference to the other works.
Constant references to Aubrey have occurred in the Gentleman's
Magazine throughout its existence. The most important is an
extremely patronising article by B. G. Johns, entitled JOHN AUBREY
OF WILTS. 1626-1697. (pp. 279-291 of THE GENTLEMAN'S
MAGAZINE for 1893) which is mainly concerned with making fun
of its subject, whom it describes as " about as credulous an old goqse
as one could hope to find out of Gotham."
A LITERARY PILGRIM IN ENGLAND BY EDWARD
THOMAS. METHUEN& CO. LTD. 1917. (8vo : x, 330 pp.
With 8 illustrations in colour and 12 in monotone) contains a
charming and sympathetic account of John Aubrey and his literary
associations.
A most famous article by the Rev. W. K. Fleming entitled Some
Truths about * John Inglesant * which appeared in the QUARTERLY
REVIEW. JULY, 1925 (pp. 130-148) showed for the first time the
extent of the " liftings " from Aubrey, Wood, Evelyn and other
seventeenth century writers, which J. H. Shorthouse had inserted,
with slight alterations, in his novel John Inglesant. Shorthouse evea
adapted Aubrey's description of himself as a boy for the description
of tbe young John Inglesant.
[534]

